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China, Russia and the United States:
Understanding the Emergence of a Tri-polar World Order
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This article is a contribution to the ongoing debate regarding the changing
dynamics of global power relations, which seem to be heading toward an inevitable
end of the unipolar world order dominated by the United States since the collapse
of the Soviet Union in 1990. It demonstrates that through highlighting the rising
global power of China and Russia, which is currently causing a substantial
threat to the US hegemony. As such, the continuation of this trajectory in the
upcoming decades will likely lead to the emergence of a tri-polar world order,
whereby the international system will be shared among the US, China and Russia.
Methodologically, this article primarily relies on content analysis and thorough
scrutinization of recent official foreign policy and national security documents
issued by these actors in order to provide an in-depth understanding of the
respective strategic vision underpinning.

China, Russia, USA, Strategy, World Order.

i drele ddgall Slulyly dewlead) poled] Siud

Professor of Political Science and International Relations, Birzeit University, Palestine.




31aa=ll
2018 yuyla / jIal

sl opamall Je Olhsl gdgtll xé Jsodll lis oo o0
Baseill Ol Sy ads el wpmall e L skl
O] (b Bulie 48 a3 § S35 pllas oy e s Bl s
A9 Boliae 858 3929 ladde Ly, OB I Sgusdly aslsdll
38 o Bpamd delpae o Botis lpolsl Jlnbl paols dy)
Basall Ol e ool D gag .olad LS dgleys lysdlas
ol Oldhiey Cldsiue oo Lo3,d5 Lwle ails b azlss o
ol I Baus )l dgadl (48 s ygeek] ddoll LLadll S dlels
9,001 Oladlabl jluoly Olgzgil clas] yie Golhans 1B gt

Doylyital e dasdloxbly Jsall pladl st

Llad dolsy Gaukl chadll Tu 3] s3don b ohadl s oS
e 43508 3l (e Judly gausl sl Cud plsdl dumo s Slogas
C¥sloe ] dols sy daliiog dusllas §15) ddgull Cila3Vl 8513
3ol plusial o oVl dhudl (Soudl goyh) Bl
J21s Olel o ,ois devatd] oSy .2 Guludl Cas (o & ,Saas]
alae 558 P9 «sy5l plds LS SLails dain Losds ool
& Lol OB Coshasls . yis VS ol & ble Goyor 5555
pladl 8)u8 Cams Bl g Soll @)jes paas e deslibl oo
dl o ls Loy siall sl szl 3aios s dhadl] goloY)

adz s plas aslsd sluyY elu] dudlio 8us aslas

1  See: Stephen Walt, "Keeping the World 'Off-Balance": Self-Restraint
and US. Foreign Policy," in: John Ikenberry (ed.), America Unrivaled:
The Future of the Balance of Power (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press,
2002), pp. 121-154; Charles Krauthammer, "The Unipolar Moment," Foreign
Affairs, vol. 70, no. 1 (Winter 1990-1991), pp. 21-33; Charles Krauthammer,
"The Unipolar Moment Revisited," The National Interest, no. 57 (Winter
2002-2003), pp. 5-17; G. John Ikenberry, Michael Mastanduno & William
C. Wohlforth (eds.), International Relations Theory and the Consequences of
Unipolarity (Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press, 2011).

2 See: Paul Kennedy, "The Relative Decline of America," The Atlantic
Monthly (August 1987), p. 33; Sam Perlo-Freeman et al.,, "Trends in World
Military Expenditure 2015," Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute (April 2016), accessed on 12/2/2018, at: https://goo.gl/Ux94aT;
Michael Beckley, The Unipolar Era: Why American Power Persists and China's
Rise Is Limited? (New York: Columbia University, 2012), p. 29.

3 See: Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers: Economic
Change and Military Conflict from 1500 to 2000 (London: Fontana Press,
1989), pp. 488-495; Anna Mulrine, "Obama to Confront Limits of America's
Overstretched Military," U.S. News and World Report (January 16, 2009),
accessed on 12/2/2018, at: https://goo.gl/mm54F3; Barry Posen, "The
Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict," Survival, vol. 35, no. 1 (Spring
1993), pp. 27-47; Marks O. Yeisley, "Bipolarity, Proxy Wars, and the Rise of
China," Strategic Studies Quarterly, vol. 5, no. 4 (Winter 2011), pp. 75-91.
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